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RECONF I GURABLE COMPUTER MONITOR 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to the general art of 
5 computers, and to the particular field of reconf igurable 
computers . 

2. Discussion of the Related Art 

A wide variety of computers are available to computer 
users. These computers range from large computers to desktop 

10 computers, to laptop computers, to notebook computers. 

Recently, handheld computers have also become available. 
People often use a variety of computers, depending on their 
situation. The data entered on one computer can be 
transferred to another computer for later use. For example, 

15 a person may take notes on a handheld computer during a 

meeting and then transfer those notes to his or her desktop 
computer when he or she returns to the office. 

These situations may require a person to own several 
different computers. This can be expensive and it can be 

2 0 time consuming to transfer data from one computer to 
another . 



Therefore, there is a need for a computer that can be 
reconfigured to meet a plurality of needs. 

More specifically, it may be wasteful for a person to 
own both a handheld computer and a desktop computer and to 
transfer data from the handheld computer to the desktop 
computer. 

Therefore, there is a need for a computer monitor that 
can be used with a central processing unit (CPU) , or with a 
laptop or desktop computer, or the like. 

Most people have a keyboard and a mouse on their 
desktop computer. It would be very efficient if a computer 
that is used away from the user's desk could simply be 
connected to the keyboard and mouse and other peripherals 
associated with the user's desktop computer and used as the 
desktop computer rather than taking time to transfer data 
from one computer to another. 

Therefore, there is a need for a computer monitor that 
can be connected to a keyboard as well as to other forms of 
CPUs. 

PRINCIPAL OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION 
It is a main- object of the present invention to provide 
a computer that can be reconfigured to meet a plurality of 
needs . 



It is another object of the present invention to 
provide a computer monitor that can be used with a CPU, or 
the like. 

It is another object of the present invention to 
5 provide a computer monitor that can be connected to a 
keyboard. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
These, and other, objects are achieved by a 
reconf igurable computer monitor that can be used in 
10 connection with a keyboard or in connection with a CPU or 
the like. The monitor can be supported on a stand and 
connected to a CPU and to a mouse, or the like, or it can be. 
connected to a keyboard and to a computer. 

Using the reconf igurable computer monitor embodying the 
15 present invention will permit a user to use the computer as 
a handheld personal data assistant (PDA), or as a notepad, 
or as a computer monitor associated with a CPU or a desktop 
computer. Once connected to a keyboard, the computer monitor 
embodying the present invention can be operated in the 
2 0 manner of a desktop or a laptop computer. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING FIGURES 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a reconf igurable 
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computer monitor embodying the present invention connected 
to a keyboard of a computer. 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of a stand for 
supporting the reconf igurable computer monitor in one 
configuration . 

Figure 3 is an elevational view of the reconf igurable 
computer monitor embodying the present invention in a second 
configuration supported on the stand shown in Figure 2. 

Figure 4 shows a keyboard that can be used in 
connection with the reconf igurable computer embodying the 
present invention. 

Figure 5 shows a CPU that can be used in connection 
with the reconf igurable computer embodying the present 
invention . 

Figures 6 shows a mouse that can be used in connection 
with the reconf igurable computer embodying the present 
invention. 

Figure 7 shows a connection cable that can be used to 
connect the reconf igurable monitor of the present invention 
to either a keyboard or to the stand shown in Figure 2. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 
Other objects, features and advantages of the invention 
will become apparent from a consideration of the following 



detailed description and the accompanying drawings. 

Referring to the Figures, it can be understood that the 
present invention is embodied in a reconf igurable computer 
10. Computer 10 comprises a main unit 12 which includes a 
5 monitor screen 14 which can be a flat panel screen if 

* desired, floppy disc drive 16, a DVD disc drive 18, and an 
electrical connection 20 which can be a jack, or the like. 
Main unit 12 will function as a monitor screen when used in 
the manner shown in Figure 1. Main unit 12 can be moved from 
10 the condition shown in Figure 1 to the condition shown in 
Figure 3 . 

As shown in Figure 2, a stand unit 3 0 includes a base 
32, a neck 34 which is swivably mounted on the base 32 of 
the stand unit 30 and a clamp unit 35 on the neck 34. The 

15 clamp unit 35 includes electrical connections 36 that are 
sized to electrically connect to the electrical connection 
20 on the main unit 12. The clamp unit 35 makes electrical 
connection with appropriate electrical connectors on the 
main unit 12 to electrically connect the main unit 12 to the 

20 stand unit 30 to transfer data and the like to and from a 
CPU, or other such device. The main unit 12 thus can be 
moved about from the configuration shown in Figure 1 to the 
configuration shown in Figure 3. 

The clamp unit 35 further includes a connection cord 40 
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which connects the main unit 12 to a CPU 44 when the main 
unit 12 is used with the CPU as indicated in Figure 3. 

A computer unit 50 includes a keyboard 52, a battery 
unit 54, a video unit 56, a hardrive unit 58, a sound unit 
5 60, a motherboard 62, a mouse unit 64, and a connection unit 
66. The connection unit 66 can be a jack, or the like, and 
an appropriate connection cord can be used to connect 
computer unit 50 to the main unit 12 to transfer data, and 
the like. 

10 A hinge unit 70 hingeably connects the main unit 12 to 

the computer unit 50 when the main unit 12 is associated 
with the computer unit 50 as shown in Figure 1. A separate 
mouse unit 80 can also be used with the computer unit 50 and 
the computer unit 50 can be connected to a power source via 

15 a power cord 84 as indicated in Figure 4. 

Alternatively, a cable 90 can be used to electrically 
connect the main unit either to computer unit 50 shown in 
Figure 1 or to stand unit 30 shown in Figure 2. Cable 90 has 
appropriate connections as do main unit 12, computer unit 50 

20 and stand unit 30. The connections and cable are well known 
to those skilled in the art and thus will not be further 
discussed. 

It is understood that while certain forms of the 
present invention have been illustrated and described 
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herein, it is not to be limited to the specific forms or 
arrangements of parts described and shown. 
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